Psalm 32:6-11
Response: Thou dost guide me with thy counsel. (Ps. 73:24)
Let everyone that is godly make his prayer unto thee in time of trouble; when great waterfloods arise, they shall not come nigh him.
Thou art a place to hide me in, thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me
about with shouts od deliverance.
Response: Thou dost guide me with thy counsel.
“I will inform thee and direct thee in the way wherein thou shalt go; I will counsel thee and
guide thee with mine eye.
Be ye not like to horse and mule which have no understanding, whose mouths must be held
with bit and bridle, else will they not come nigh thee,”
Response: Thou dost guide me with thy counsel.
Great tribulations remain for the ungodly; but whose putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy
embraceth him on every side.
Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord, and be joyful, all ye that are true of heart..
Response: Thou dost guide me with thy counsel.

GREEN PARK FREE CHURCH
CNI, Diocese of Delhi,
A-24 Green Park, New Delhi-110016

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

17th May
18th May
19th May
21st May
22nd May
23rd May

Himani Mohan, Mr. & Mrs. Julius Caesar
Mr. & Mrs. KJS Prasada Rao
Bimal Dhariwal, Abhinav Pal
Mr. & Mrs. Manish Khandelwal
Mr. & Mrs. E Alexander Chandra, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Extross
Riba Jacob, Keren Valparia, Mr. & Mrs. George John
NOTICES

Fifth Sunday after Easter

•

The promise of the Holy Spirit.
17th May 2020
Presbyter-in-Charge

Associate Presbyter

Hon. Secretary

Hon. Treasurer

Rev. Dr. Paul Swarup

Rev. Vishal R. Paul

Mr. Dennis Singh

Mrs. Kiran Mohan

9811397771

9313912594, 8700784065

9811269792, 8700319032

9811477154

Regular Sunday Service
Hindi: 8:00 a.m., English: 10:00 a.m., Evening Worship: 6:00 p.m.
Church Office: 011– 42637508, 26561703,
gpfc.delhi@gmail.com, officegpfc@gmail.com
www.freechurchgreenpark.com

Pastor writes
Dear friends,
We continue in our homes with lockdown 4.0 with the nation’s leaders trying to kick start the economy. The
question is of lives and livelihood. On one side we see lives being lost because of this pandemic, while on the
other we see livelihoods being lost as migrant workers desperately want to go home as they have run out of all their
resources and have begun to starve. Thousands of migrant workers are seen on the road with little children trying
to trek 1500 to 2000 km by walk and many have lost their lives in the process. It is a tragic scene to see when
children as young as 5 or 6 years old who are taking this journey. Sometimes, we see women who are pregnant
and in their last months or even toddlers being carried on their hips. What do we do under such circumstances? We
seem to be helpless as we see this migration happening all around us. No one seems to be taking up their cause
seriously. God’s heart must be grieving seeing the plight and misery of the migrants. It is in this kind of a context
that the Holy Spirit of God helps us. Our theme for this morning’s meditation is ‘The Promise of the Holy Spirit’ and
we will be working through John 14:15-21.

Jesus promises that he will ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit upon his people. The Father will send the Holy
Spirit in Christ’s name and the Holy Spirit will be given by the Father at the Son’s request.
This morning we will look at a few aspects of the Holy Spirit. The Greek word used is “Paraclete” - the word
meaning ‘Legal Assistant’ or ‘Advocate’. So, the first thing we see about the Holy Spirit is that he is an ‘Advocate’.
Advocates plead the cause of their client before the judges. Similarly, Holy Spirit pleads our cause before God.
Secondly, the Holy Spirit is also a helper or a comforter. He always helps us in our time of need, whether its an
emergency or otherwise, he is always there. In times like this when we don’t know what to do, he is the helper. He
is the one who comforts us in our sorrow. He is the one who gives peace in our difficult situation. So, as we face
this pandemic, we can take comfort in knowing that the Holy Spirit will help us and comfort us and also plead
humanity’s cause before God.

Thirdly, the Holy Spirit is also our intercessor and our mediator. Paul writing to the Romans says, “In the same way,
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for
us through wordless groans (Romans 8:26).” So, when we feel weak and vulnerable the Holy Spirit sustains us. He
is the one who is interceding for us. When we see the plight of migrant laborers, we can ask the Holy Spirit to
intercede for them.
Fourthly, the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of truth. The Spirit of truth will lead the disciples into all truth by reminding them
about all that Jesus had said and done. Above all, it leads us into the truth of God. Only through Jesus can we
understand who God is. The character of God is the same as the character of Jesus. And so, the Holy Spirit
removes the veils of our hearts and eyes to see Jesus as God in human flesh.
Jesus also reminds the disciples that the ‘World’ in contrast to the believer will neither see him nor know him.
Knowledge and experience of the Holy Spirit will not be available for those who do not know Jesus. They will reject
the Holy Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit is a Spirit of truth, truth is important for the followers of Christ. We live in a
world of deceit, lies and falsehood. It is in this context that God calls us to be the followers of truth.
The Holy Spirit was promised by Jesus and was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. The Spirit continues to be
available to every believer, when we receive Christ.
Finally, we see that Jesus reminds his disciples that true love for him is marked by obedience to his commands.
We know all the commands but God expects us to be obedient to them. Obedience is a mark of true love. May God
sustain us during this period of lockdown through the empowering presence of Holy Spirit who resides with us
forever. May we be comforted in knowing that the Holy Spirit pleads our cause before God and comforts us. May
we always walk in the ways of truth through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
Shalom

Paul Swarup

Order of Service
Call to Worship
Jesus said, “The Father will give you another Counsellor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit
of truth.” (John 14:16-17)
Leader
Opening Hymn
Adoration
1st Reading
Responsive Reading
2nd Reading
Hymn
Gospel
Sermon
Nicene Creed
Notices
Intercession
Confession of Sin & Peace
Absolution & Peace
Offertory Hymn
Prayer and Benediction
Closing Hymn
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GP 91
Sect. 3 to 5
Acts 16:6-10
Psalm 32:6-11
1 Peter 4:7-11
GP 154
John 14:15-21
Sect. 14

Holy Spirit hear us
Vishal Paul

Spirit Divine attend our prayer
Vishal Paul
Paul Swarup
All
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Section 16
Sect. 17 to 19
Vishal Paul
Section 20 & 22 Paul Swarup
GP 235
Holy Spirit, faithful guide
Prayer for those who celebrate their Birthdays &
Anniversaries this week
Section 45
GP 63

Paul Swarup
What a friend we have in Jesus

Collect
O Lord our God, you have taught us that whatever we do without love is worthless in your
sight. Send your Holy Spirit, and pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, the
perfection of every virtue, that we may be true disciples of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please pray for our church family members who are in need of your prayer support:
Ms. Sanjivani Agarwal, Master Isaiah, Mr. Eugene Samuel, Rev. G H Grose, Mrs. Hilda
Immanuel, Ms. Shiela Choudhary, Mr. Dalip Kumar Ghosh, Mrs. E. S. Ruskin, Mr. Neelu
Joseph, Ms. Mellisa Dass, Mrs. Virginia Sen, Mr. Suresh Kukde, Mrs. Jyotika Suraj, Mrs.
Savitri, Mrs. Cynthia Nathaniel, Mr. Samuel Robert, Mr. Raphael Satyavrata, Mr. Emmanuel
Soren and Mrs. Sheela Singh. Pray for the relief from the corona virus around the globe.

